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The NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL of MEDICINE

SPECIAL REPORT

Conflicts of Interest for Patient-Advocacy Organizations

Matthew S. McCoy, Ph.D., Michael Carniol, M.B.A., Katherine Chockley, B.A.,
John W. Urwin, B.S., Ezekiel . Emanuel, M.D., Ph.D., and Harald Schmidt, Ph.D.

Patient-advocacy organizations are nonprofit
groups whose primary mission is to combat a
particular disease or disability or to work toward
improving the health and well-being of a par-
ticular patient population.! As political actors,
such organizations play an influential role in

reviewed journals.>*¢ Some are small, involving
no more than 35 patient-advocacy organiza-
tions.'*'® Others examine samples of patient-
advocacy organizations that include small orga-
nizations, rather than focusing on those likely to
have the largest effect on the public.” Others

Furor Over Drug Prices Puts Patient
Advocacy Groups in Bind

% Give this article = D

When Cyndi Zagieboylo, chief executive of the National Multiple Sclerosis Society,
started organizing an effort to raise the issue of drug pricing with insurers and

Shaping health pOIiC}’, pursuing agendas that have restricted their focus to patient—advocacy pharmaceuticals, she quickly met resistance. Mike Bradley for The New York Times
McCoy MS, Carniol M, Chockley K, Urwin JW, Emanuel EJ, Schmidt H. Conflicts of Interest for By Katie Thomas
Patient-Advocacy Organizations. N Engl J Med. 2017 Mar 2;376(9):880-885. doi: S:m.ﬂ: e

10.1056/NEJMsr1610625.

Public anger over the cost of drugs has burned hot for a year,
coursing through social media, popping up on the presidential
campaign, and erupting in a series of congressional hearings,

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/28/business/furor-over-drug-
prices-puts-patient-advocacy-groups-in-bind.html
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